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Abstract:

This paper has dealt with the emergence of the Islamic maritime fleet
and its development. It also discussed the formation of the fleet among Arab
Muslims. At the beginning, before the Islam religion appearance, the Arabs
had not had any existence in the Mediterranean sea. The maritime
sovereignty of the sea was Byzantine's at that time. The Arabs had to ride the
sea to earn their livelihood. Many of them migrated to the neighboring
African coasts. This research has also dealt with the factors that made the
Muslims thinking of the establishing Islamic maritime fleet. The
establishment of the naval fleet had started during the era of the Al-Khalifa
Othman Ben Affan and this fleet had been developed during the era of Al-
KhalifaMuawiya ibn Abu Sufyan. The Muslims possessed many types of war
ships and maritime weapons which were able to fight several battles against
Byzantines. The first most famous battle was The Battle of the Masts. The
Islamic fleet was also able to besiege Constantinople. It was the capital of
byzantine but the naval fleet left its siege due to several factors that hindered
its opening and control.
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